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New Titles for Children and Young People
Aardema, Verna, ad. The Vingananee and the Tree Toad; illus. by Ellen Weiss. Warne, 1983.
82-13473. ISBN 0-7232-6217-9. 44p. $12.95.
A capable retelling of a folktale in which a small creature succeeds where large
R beasts fail (always appealing to young children) is illustrated with stylized drawings
K-2 that are interesting for their technique and costume detail. The use of rhyme, repeti-
tion, and onomatopoeia adds appeal, also, to the story of the monstrous (humanoid)
creature, the Vingananee, whose ferocious appetite leaves Spider's household with
no food. Not even Lion can best the Vingananee; it is little Tree Toad who finally
saves the day. This should be useful for storytelling as well as for reading aloud.
C.U. Reading aloud; Storytelling
Adler, David A. Cam Jansen and the Mystery of the Circus Clown; illus. by Susanna Natti.
Viking, 1983. 82-50363. ISBN 0-670-20036-0. 57p. $8.50.
Cam, the ten-year-old protagonist of this detective series, has a photographic
Ad memory; when she and her friend Eric are taken to a circus by Cam's Aunt Molly,
2-4 there's a mystery to solve; how did Aunt Molly's wallet disappear from the handbag
that was under the seat? When other wallets disappear, Cam suspects a clown who
has been bumping into people, and it's due to her memory of the clowns' pictures in
the circus program that the culprits, a man and a woman, are caught. The black and
white drawings are animated; the text is brisk in style and simply written, with little
attempt at characterization, and the plot is rather contrived but adequate in pace.
Alexander, Sue. Nadia the Willful; illus. by Lloyd Bloom. Pantheon, 1983. 82-12602. Trade
ed. ISBN 0-394-85265-6; Library ed. ISBN 0-394-95265-0. 44p. Trade ed. $10.95;
Library ed. $10.99.
A forceful Bedouin child, Nadia is so willful that her father, the sheik Tarik,
R doesn't know how to handle her; only her eldest brother Hamed can calm Nadia's
2-4 temper. Sent into the desert to look for a new oasis, Hamed is lost, and Tarik forbids
anyone in the tribe to utter his name. Nadia disobeys; she finds that talking to others
about her beloved brother helps ease her grief, and eventually she convinces her
father that he, too, can better adjust to bereavement if he doesn't try to shut the
subject out. Although slight in structure, this is perceptive in handling and universal
in application, and the style is direct and simple. The soft black and white illustra-
tions have a strong sense of design and, although some of the pictures have a blurry
quality, are particularly effective in their play of light and shadow.
D.V. Death, adjustment to; Father-daughter relationships
[21]
Baer, Frank. Max's Gang; tr. by Ivanka Roberts. Little, 1983. 82-24918. ISBN 0-316-07517-5.
281p. $15.95.
Translated from the German, this is the story of a group of displaced children
R trying to get to Berlin at the end of World War II. First published in 1979 under the
6-9 title Die Magermilch-Bande, this begins with the closing of one of the many German
Children's Evacuation Camps, and in the course of their arduous journey, three boys
become separated from the others. Max is the leader, Peter a restive follower, Adolf
a gentle and compliant child. In the course of their long trek home, they gather other
companions, face illness and poverty on the roads clogged with other refugees,
encounter enemy troops, steal and scrounge to stay alive, at times have transport but
most of the time plod wearily homeward. The story is dramatic and trenchant in its
depiction of the desolation of war, vigorous in its characterization, and strong in style
and structure.
D.V. Courage; Friendship values
Baskin, Leonard. Leonard Baskin's Miniature Natural History; written and illus. by Leonard
Baskin. Pantheon, 1983. 82-12612. ISBN 0-394-85567-1. Boxed set of 4, 32p. each.
$9.95.
Beautiful as the paintings are in this boxed set of four small, square books, it is not
Ad clear who the audience is nor what purpose the books serve. The titles are Extinct
2-4 Animals, Domestic Animals, Insects, and Seven Fish, One Crab, One Lobster, One
Octopus, & One Prawn. Opposite each luscious but tiny picture is the popular name,
the scientific name, and-in the case of the extinct creatures-the time at which the
species died out. There is no dependable indication of comparative size; the dodo
takes up more page space than the stegosaurus, for example. The books are intrigu-
ing, but the combination of random choice of subjects, slight coverage of species, and
paucity of information indicate that primary uses will be for browsing or in an art
collection.
Bellville, Rod. Large Animal Veterinarians; by Rod and Cheryl Walsh Bellville. Carolrohoda,
1983. 82-19750. ISBN 0-87614-211-0. 32p. $7.95.
Illustrated by photographs on every page (some without captions, some in-
M adequately captioned, a few with informative captions) this continuous text explains
3-5 what animals a large animal veterinarian treats, how illnesses (or preventive care, or
maternity care) are handled, and something about the training a vet has. The material
is adequately organized and the information accurate; the book is weakened by
careless errors ("tattoo" is misspelled more than once) and by textual references to
pictures that give no information, as when the text states "This cow is having dif-
ficulty calving," and the cow can barely be seen in the uncaptioned photograph. With
neither index nor table of contents, access to textual topics is limited.
Bendick, Jeanne. Scare a Ghost, Tame a Monster; written and illus. by Jeanne Bendick.
Westminster, 1983. 82-23696. ISBN 0-664-32701-X. 120p. $11.95.
Profusely illustrated with line drawings, this is a compilation of folklore and super-
Ad stition about ghosts, monsters, dangerous beasts (werewolves, manticores, basilisks)
4-6 imaginary and real, and unusual natural events like an eclipse or a comet. Bendick
comments on fallacies and beliefs, about combating all of these terrors, and con-
cludes with a chapter entitled "What Are You Afraid Of?" in which she discusses
rational and irrational fears and how to cope with them.A bibliography of sources and
an index are included in a book that should have popular appeal because of the
subject, but that is weakened by rambling structure within the chapters.
D.V. Fear, overcoming
[22]
Braymer, Marjorie. Atlantis: The Biography of a Legend. Atheneum, 1983. 82-16727. ISBN
0-689-50264-8. 215p. $12.95.
This is a fine example both of objective and comprehensive reporting and of pains-
R taking research; in a smooth-flowing account, Braymer discusses all of the theories,
7- archeological discoveries, arguments and counter-arguments, and writings about the
legend of the rich land lost beneath the sea--or was it buried by a combination of
flood and volcanic debris? Painstakingly, the text traces every discovery that led
explorers to claim they had found the legendary land; it concludes with the research
of Angelos Galanopoulos, in 1956, that led to his announcement of an error in the
Platonic account that had included the measurements of Atlantis as well as the date
on which it had been described by Solon (on whom Plato drew) as the time when
Atlantis sank into the sea, and goes on to describe the excavations at Thera (now
called Santorini), an island that fits the physical description by Plato, that has ruins
shown by carbon dating to be of the correct period, and that has a highly complex,
planned city of sophisticated architecture and artifacts buried and damaged by vol-
canic action. A bibliography and an index are added to a text that combines historical
interest and the appeal of a mystery story.
C.U. Archeology
Cavanna, Betty. Storm in Her Heart. Westminster, 1983. 82-20237. ISBN 0-664-32700-1. 92p.
$9.95.
In a sequel to The Surfer and the City Girl (reviewed in the June, 1981 issue)
M Cavanna picks up the story of Anne, who at the end of the first book had seen the
6-9 grandmother she's visiting join Alcoholics Anonymous and seen her friend Swifty
(the surfer) leave Florida for his California home. Here the story begins with a tearful
Anne returning from the airport, sad about Swifty's departure. She has a minor
accident, meets the young driver of the other car later when she goes into the
Audubon Society office; this results in dates with the young man and a part-time job
in the office. Delighted by a surprise visit from her mother, who's just gotten a
divorce and ajob, Anne decides that she'll go back to New York with her mother; the
story ends with a telephone call from Swifty, giving her the good news that he'll see
her in New York. This, like the first book, was designed for the older reluctant
reader; it is appropriate in the sense that neither the vocabulary nor the concepts
make much demand on the reader, but it is weak as a piece of literature: superficial
characterization, patched plot, and a pedestrian writing style.
D.V. Animals, kindness to; Grandparent-child relations
Chambers, John W. Footlight Summer. Atheneum, 1983. 83-2628. ISBN 0-689-30980-5. 194p.
$10.95.
Chris, Sherry, and five other classmates have signed on as junior apprentices at a
Ad summer theater program; they enjoy their relationships with the staff and cast, like
6-8 the diversity of their assignments, and have only one problem-at least Sherry does:
her mother doesn't want her to have anything to do with theater. Only because
Sherry's grandmother has intervened is Sherry allowed to participate. When Sherry's
mother learns that one of the actors is Dick Boylan, she forces Sherry to leave town,
go to New York, and prepare for a European trip. Sherry runs off and takes refuge
with her grandmother. It's Chris who first is told, in confidence, by Grandma, that
Boylan is Sherry's father. He had given up a legal career for the stage; his angry wife
had divorced him and told her daughter that Boylan had died. Expectably, a modus
[23]
vivendi is achieved. The theatrical setting and the resolution of the problem should
appeal to readers, and should compensate for the weaknesses of the book's structure:
the uneven pace, the unconvincing portrayal of Chris as the recipient of adult con-
fidences (there's also a love affair within the staff to which she is privy) and the
imbalance created by the fact that although the plot revolves around Sherry, it's
Chris who is the protagonist. The characterization is adequate but lacks depth; the
writing style is competent.
D.V. Divorce, adjustment to; Father-daughter relations; Mother-daughter relations
Chatalbash, Ron. A Perfect Day for the Movies; written and illus. by Ron Chatalbash. Godine,
1983. 82-48702. ISBN 0-87923-463-6. 28p. $11.95.
Taking Grandma's two cats to a movie, as she had been told to do if she wanted to
M have the time of her life, Nancy dozed off-thus begins a dream fantasy in which
4-5 Nancy participates in adventures with old-time stars from classical films. In fact,
she's actually in the films with Laurel and Hardy, or the Three Stooges, or Tarzan.
Then she finds herself in a darkened theatre and goes home; she winks at the cats and
they wink back. Fewer children than adults will recognize the films or the actors or
such textual references as ". . . Laurel had to be to blame. It certainly was a fine
mess." The text, in sum, is contrived and awkwardly written; the pictures, photo-
graphic in their realism, are dramatic in their details and in the use of light and
shadow.
Cleary, Beverly. Dear Mr. Henshaw; illus. by Paul O. Zelinsky. Morrow, 1983. 83-5372.
Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-02405-X; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-02406-8. 134p. Trade ed.
$8.50; Library ed. $7.63.
In a story told through a series of letters and journal entries, Cleary astutely and
R convincingly takes her protagonist from second grade ("My teacher read your book
4-6 about the dog to our class. It was funny. We licked it. You freind, Leigh Botts.") to
sixth grade. He has begun the journal at the suggestion of Mr. Henshaw, recipient of
all Leigh's letters, and the last entries show the ways in which Leigh has matured,
adjusting to his parents' separation and accepting the fact that Dad does love him
even though he's left home. This is touching, often funny, adroitly structured and
written with craft and compassion.
D.V. Divorce, adjustment to
Cohen, Barbara. Lover's Games. Atheneum, 1983. 83-2641. ISBN 0-689-30981-3. 239p. $10.95.
Mandy, the narrator, is editor of the high school paper and has many friends, but
Ad she's never had a romantic attachment, and she's sure that her frizzy hair and flat
7-9 chest mean she never will. Her cousin Lissa, who lives with her divorced mother in
Mandy's house, is beautiful and popular. When Lissa's mother marries a man whose
son Rory (by a previous marriage) is attractive, Mandy falls for Rory with a thump.
He's clearly destined for lovely Lissa, so Mandy unselfishly concocts a scheme to
bring the two closer, and gets her pal Connor to help her. After a series of misunder-
standings, cross-purposes, and double dates, it all works out: Lissa and Rory fall in
love, and Mandy discovers that it's Connor she really cares about and that he's loved
her all along. As far as plot goes, this is as frothy as any paperback romance; what
saves it from being pap are the humor that permeates the story and the vitality of the
writing style.
D.V. Boy-girl relations
[24]
Costello, Elaine. Signing: How to Speak with Your Hands; illus. by Lois A. Lehman. Bantam,
1983. 82-45947. ISBN 0-553-01458-7. 248p. $9.95.
A long introduction explains how American Sign Language originated, how it
R differs from other ways of communicating with the deaf, how it varies regionally, and
6- how the author chose the twelve thousand basic signs pictured in the text. The
material is divided into such chapters as "Numbers, Money, and Math," or "De-
scriptions," or "Health and Survival," with each chapter subdivided into appropri-
ate topics and starting with linguistic principles. Save for some minor weaknesses in
arrangement (references to the "5" hand or the "v" hand before those terms are
explained) and the inherent problem of describing movement rather than showing it,
the book serves admirably as a guide to those who would like to learn this broadly
used method of communication.
D.V. Handicaps, overcoming
Cusack, Margaret, illus. The Christmas Carol Sampler. Harcourt, 1983. 83-6095. ISBN 0-15-
217752-3. 32p. $10.95.
In a book that provides simple piano arrangements for thirteen of the best-known
R Christmas carols, Cusack has faced each song with a full-page picture. Almost every
All one is elegantly framed, and the full-color fabric collages show great diversity, rich
ages use of color and texture, and a fine sense of composition. The pictures are nicely
suited to the songs they accompany, and the whole shows inventiveness and dis-
crimination in appliqued collage and fabric sculpture, and variety in the needlework
used to combine elements of the compositions.
C.U. Christmas
Fine, Anne. The Granny Project. Farrar, 1983. 83-5592. ISBN 0-374-32763-7. 167p. $9.95.
In a story from Great Britain, the four Harris children are horrified when they
M realize that their parents are planning to put Granny in a home. They devise a master
5-6 plan that works up to a point-but when that point is reached, the irate parents rebel,
announcing that if the children are that concerned, they can take over caring for the
old woman. Gran is incontinent, at times irrational, demanding, capricious, and
querulous. The power struggle that revolves around her is almost in balance, with a
compromise plan for care worked out, when Granny dies. This has some witty
dialogue; it is based on a situation many children encounter and about which many of
them have strong convictions. The weakness of the book is not in the writing style,
but in the concept of the family situation and of the characterization and attitudes of
individual family members; especially weak is the depiction of the mother and father:
the mother, Natasha, plays the role of Tragic Queen, is given to muttering Russian
proverbs (printed in Russian) and reviling her progeny; the father, Henry, is the
archetypical wimp, and both are extremely casual about their parental re-
sponsibilities.
D.V. Parent-child relations; Grandparent-child relations; Responsibility
Farber, Norma. How to Ride a Tiger; illus. by by Claire Schumacher. Houghton, 1983.
83-4289. ISBN 0-395-34553-7. 30p. $9.95.
The author gives advice to a small girl who, with the help of nearby animals,
Ad rescues a tiger who's climbed too high a tree and is nervous about making the
K-2 descent. The text is in rhyme, the latter occasionally faulty (e.g., "principle" and
[25]
"skill") but usually adequate. The girl is given instructions on how to construct a
pulley, lower the tiger to the ground, and take advantage of his gratitude to ride
tigerback.
D.V. Animals, kindness to
Gallo, Giovanni. The Lazy Beaver; illus. by Ermanno Samsa; tr. by Jane Fior. Philomel, 1983.
82-18937. ISBN 0-399-20965-4. 30p. $9.95.
A minatory tale about the importance of working hard and doing one's share is
M adequately told, and the chief appeal of the book will probably be the large-scale
K-3 pictures filled with details of the busy beaver colony and their construction of lodges
and a huge dam. Bertram lolls about while others work, gives a toothache as an
excuse, and is sent to a dentist who says the only trouble with Bertram is that his
teeth are too long. Given the choice of exile or work, Bertram falls to, finds that work
can be fun, and-after he is a husband and father-laughs with his wife about his
earlier indolence. The details of the story and pictures show some realistic activity
(beavers gnawing through logs) and some that is not (beavers chopping wood) while
there are anthropomorphic behavior and unrealistic visual details (binoculars, en-
gineering equipment) throughout. Nevertheless, this has the attraction for children of
the busy pages that make Piero Ventura's and Peter Spier's work appealing.
Gemming, Elizabeth. The Cranberry Book; illus. with prints and photographs. Coward-
McCann, 1983. 82-19797. ISBN 0-698-20568-5. 63p. $9.95.
Carefully placed and labelled, drawings, photographs, and a map illustrate a book
R that is an excellent example of meticulous research and organization. Gemming
4-6 describes the ways that Native Americans and early white settlers used the berry in
New England; explains how the cranberry is grown, harvested, canned, and shipped;
discusses the growth of the cranberry industry and how improved technology has
affected almost every aspect of the industry. The appended material (a list of places
to visit, a descriptive list of varieties of cranberry, some recipes, and an index) adds to
the usefulness of a book that is both readable and informative.
C.U. Industries (unit)
Gibbons, Gail. Boat Book; written and illus. by Gail Gibbons. Holiday House, 1983. 82-15851.
ISBN 0-8234-0478-1. 30p. $11.95.
Bright but not gaudy, clean-lined pictures show a wide variety of boats and ships,
R from canoes and kayaks to cruise ships and super tankers. The vessels are grouped
1-3 by their means of propulsion; the text is direct and simple; and the pictures, with
their blocks of flat colors and distinctive outlines, are excellent for identification.
C.U. Reading, beginning
Gibbons, Gail. Paper, Paper Everywhere; written and illus. by Gail Gibbons. Harcourt, 1983.
82-3109. ISBN 0-15-259488-4. 32p. $10.95.
Bright, warm colors are used for the clean-lined drawings and often for the back-
Ad grounds of the pages that serve two purposes: first, there are several pages in which
2-4 readers are supposed to guess which objects are made of paper (charts at the back of
the book are color-coded to give the answers) and, second, the text gives a very
simple description of how paper is made. Useful, but not very detailed.
[26]
Gibbons, Gail. Thanksgiving Day; written and illus. by Gail Gibbons. Holiday House, 1983.
83-175. ISBN 0-8234-0489-7. 30p. $11.95.
Bright paintings, simply composed and with large blocks of unrelieved color, illus-
Ad trate a text that is equally simple, if a bit flat, in writing style. It describes the advent
K-2 of the first settlers in New England (although it omits some of the story) and how they
celebrated, with the Indian friends who had helped them, their first harvest. The
remainder of the book describes how we celebrate the holiday today. Not unusual in
coverage or outstanding for its visual impact, this is an adequate first book on
Thanksgiving.
C.U. Thanksgiving Day
Giblin, James Cross. Fireworks, Picnics, and Flags; illus. by Ursula Arndt. Clarion, 1983.
82-9612. Trade ed. ISBN 0-89919-146-0; Paper ed. ISBN 0-89919-174-6. 88 p. Trade
ed. $10.95; Paper ed. $3.95.
Blue-tinted line drawings, often placed in the margins of pages, illustrate a text on
R Fourth of July symbols that begins, appropriately, with a description of the Revolu-
4-6 tionary War and the signing of the Declaration of Independence. The text then
describes the celebration of the anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration in the
years that followed, and discusses the fireworks, flags, picnics, songs, and other
observances and symbols (Uncle Sam, the Liberty Bell, etc.) that are associated with
the Fourth of July. The text is capably written, broad in scope and accurate in details,
and useful as a minor reference source. It closes with a description of the Bicenten-
nial celebration of 1976 and includes an index and a chronology.
C.U. Fourth of July; History-U.S.
Gilson, Jamie. 4B Goes Wild; illus. by Linda Strauss Edwards. Lothrop, 1983. 83-948. ISBN
0-688-02236-7. 160p. $9.50.
Hobie Hanson is again the narrator, as he was in Thirteen Ways to Sink a Sub
Ad (reviewed in the December, 1982 issue) and the class members and teachers are again
3-5 the characters who share in humorous adventures. This time 4B and 4A go from
Illinois to Wisconsin for three days of Outdoor Education, and in many ways this is a
typical camping story: homesickness, adjustment, ploys with cabin-mates and re-
lationships between children and their supervisors. There are sustaining threads, but
the plot is episodic; the writing style is breezy and comic, occasionally a bit cute; the
characters are drawn with variable depth and some exaggeration; the dialogue is
natural, one of the strong points of Gilson's writing.
Ginsburg, Mirra, ad. The Magic Stove; illus. by Linda Heller. Coward-McCann, 1983. 82-
12523. ISBN 0-698-20566-9. 28p. $10.95.
In a competent adaptation of a Russian folktale, a poor man's kindness is re-
R warded, a magic device is used, and justice triumphs over greed. All these traditional
K-2 themes are combined in the story of a rooster who produces a magic stove (it makes
any kind of pie one requests) and then retrieves it from the avaricious king who has
stolen it from the peasant couple who had kindly shared their home and their bounty.
The illustrations, pastel-tinted, have a spacious quality, a brisk use of line, and
ornamental costume details; they are often naive in perspective or figure-drawing,
but vigorous.
[27]
Greer, Gery. Max and Me and the Time Machine; by Gery Greer and Bob Ruddick. Harcourt,
1983. 82-48762. ISBN 0-15-253134-3. 114p. $11.95.
Max and Steve, the narrator, buy a time machine a scientist has left in a neighbor's
M attic, and set it for the year 1250 in England. Because Steve has set the dial wrong,
4-6 they are there for three days instead of the planned three hours. The double science
fiction device is that there is both a time shift and taking the form of another, so that
Steve emerges in medieval England in the form of Sir Robert, the Green Falcon, and
Max is first his horse and then his squire. Their adventures there are almost slapstick,
as Steve jousts, tries to avoid the advances of young Lady Elizabeth, flies her falcon
Fluff-ums, fights the vicious Sir Bevis, etc. The authors extract some humor from the
contrast of contemporary speech patterns and those of the thirteenth century, and
there's a plethora of action, but this is more farce than fantasy.
Gustafson, Anita. Some Feet Have Noses; illus. by April Peters Flory. Lothrop, 1983. 81-
15573. Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-00925-5;Library ed. ISBN 0-688-00926-3. 96p. Trade
ed. $12.50; Library ed. $11.47.
The sprightly writing style, logical organization of material, and evidence of careful
R research combine to produce an interesting, readable, and informative book about a
5-9 subject so familiar that it's seldom covered in books for children: feet. The photo-
graphs are of variable clarity; the drawings, carefully labelled, are of consistently
high quality and extend the facts given in the text. The author first discusses human
feet, then moves to the feet (or lack of them) in various kinds of creatures, and
concludes with a brief chapter on how the human foot has developed and is related to
the feet of other species, developing through millennia of evolution. A bibliography
and an index are included.
C.U. Science
Hall, Lynn. Megan's Mare. Scribner, 1983. 83-3009. ISBN 0-684-17874-5. 56p. $9.95.
In a horse story set in the English countryside, Megan (the narrator) and her
Ad parents run a small horse training business. They have been warned that the little
4-6 strawberry roan, Berry, is hard to handle; even before she sees Berry, Megan has
what seems to be a telepathic communication from the pony. As Megan rides Berry,
asserts control over her, and wonders why the pony seems so frightened by crossing
a bridge, she becomes even more convinced that there is some bond, some sort of
communication between her and Berry. By writing to a former owner, Megan learns
that there had been an accident in which a small child was killed (through his own
carelessness) while riding Berry across a bridge. Megan's parents agree that the
telepathic bond can exist, when she tells them about it; the story ends with Megan
receiving a message of distress while she is in school, and dashing home to find Berry
with her halter caught by a vine; remembering, Megan closes with, "I wonder if
Berry will be there to greet me on the other side, when I die?" This is a story with
economical structure and good style but narrow scope; the combination of the extra-
sensory communication and horse story should make it appealing to many readers.
Hawkins, Colin. Adding Animals; written and illus. by Colin Hawkins. Putnam, 1983. 82-9010.
ISBN 0-399-20940-9. 10p. $9.95.
In this oversize book for the beginning counter, pull-tabs and sliding panels have
been used to full advantage to help children gain concepts of addition. From
"1+1=," "1+2=," "1+3=," and "1+4=," the text moves only to "4+1=." That
[28 ]
is, the answers are always five digits or less. The pages are filled with bright pictures
R of animals, and the game principle is fostered by a question like "How many bears
2-4 are in the tub?" Pull a tab after "1+2=" and the slot that follows shows the digit 3;
yrs. also two bear cubs pop up into view beside their mother, reinforcing the idea. A fine
first counting book.
Haynes, Mary. Wordchanger; illus. by Eric Nones. Lothrop, 1983. 83-773. ISBN 0-688-
02273-1. 254p. $9.50.
William is twelve. Suspicious of his stepfather, aware that Bruno's fatherly friend-
R liness is a veneer for hostility, William is surprised and pleased when his mother
6-8 suddenly announces that they are leaving, instantly and with no traces. When she and
William pool their knowledge, they discover that Bruno has built on the research
done by William's dead father, that Bruno has no affection for his wife or stepchild,
and that Bruno has invented a machine that really does change words, a machine with
infinite possibilities. Periodically the story shifts to Lily, another child, and eventu-
ally they meet and share adventures. As the three drive toward San Francisco, they
fear that Bruno has picked up their trail. In a final dramatic confrontation (un-
fortunately followed by an all-but-the-bad-guys cast party, a weak ending) Lily and
William, with the unexpected help of several adults, expose the villain and save the
wordchanger from being used as a means to gain personal power. The story has good
pace and suspense, adequate characterization and dialogue, a fresh and sturdy plot,
and action galore.
D.V. Boy-girl relations; Stepparent-child relations
Haywood, Carolyn. Santa Claus Forever!; illus. by Glenys and Victor Ambrus. Morrow,
1983. 83-1017. Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-02344-4; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-02345-2. 29p.
Trade ed. $10.00; Library ed. $9.12.
The cheerful ebullience of the Ambrus paintings, the humor and sentiment of
R pictures and story, and the happy solution to a problem should make this Christmas
K-2 tale a great favorite with the read-aloud audience. After all his hard work fulfilling
last-minute requests in children's letters, Santa Claus has a grueling distribution
experience: he's hit by a loose brick in one chimney, has his pants singed in another,
has a runner bent on the sleigh, etc. When he announces that he plans to retire, a man
shows up in Santa Claus dress and announces he's the (self-elected) replacement;
after hearing the man's ideas on how he'd run the operation, Santa Claus decides that
he'll forget retirement, much to the joy of children all over the world.
C.U. Christmas
Hill, Donna. Eerie Animals: Seven Stories. Atheneum, 1983. 82-13755. ISBN 0-689-30956-2.
160p. $10.95.
In each of the seven short stories in the book, the story line focuses on an animal,
R or the ghost of an animal; some of the stories are in first person, and some in third;
4-7 but each has a child as the protagonist. While some of the plots are weak in structure,
and some of the concepts less convincing than others, this is on the whole a collection
that has been written imaginatively and in a smooth style. The first tale, "That
Thing," is about a monstrous, flesh-eating fish; others are about ghosts of animals or
creatures that communicate telepathically; "Michael" is the story of a child who is
dying and whose solace is a squirrel (Michael) who is her joyous companion as she
crosses the threshold between life and death.
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Hoffmann, Ernst Theodor Amadeus. The Nutcracker and the Mouse King; illus. by Lisbeth
Zwerger; tr. and ad. by Anthea Bell. Neugebauer, 1983. 83-8092. ISBN 0-907234-
33-X. 28p. $12.95.
Soft paintings in subdued colors are beautifully detailed, their romantic air tem-
R pered by the quiet humor of figures that have spindly shanks or fantastic qualities.
4-6 Unlike many of the "Nutcracker" books on the market, this is based not on the ballet
but on the original story on which the ballet is based. Published in 1819 under the title
Nussknacker und Mausekonig, the story has been shortened and simplified very
smoothly by the adaptor-translator: the story of a small girl, Marie, whose fantasy
adventures are spurred by the marvelous nutcracker made by her ingenious godfather
as a Christmas gift.
C.U. Christmas
Holland, Isabelle. Perdita. Little, 1983. 83-964. ISBN 0-316-37001-0. 225p. $12.50.
Isabelle Holland is a practiced writer, and this story has a practiced ease of writing
NR style; it has plenty of action, and it has suspense to buoy that action. Otherwise, it is
7-9 weak: stereotypical in characterization, predictable in its plot that depends on con-
trivance, coincidence, and an acceptance by the reader of both those qualities and a
certain measure of illogical premises. Perdita has lost her memory, but the nuns who
are nursing her back to health after a severe accident (she's been found in a well with
multiple and serious injuries) think she's about seventeen. She gets a job at a horse
farm where the surly but handsome young owner (raise your hands, all those who
think they'll fall in love) is at odds with his domineering stepmother who shares his
late father's estate and who keeps Perdita on to train her daughter Nancy (by a
former marriage) because the child is terrified of her mother and rides in shows only
because she must. And so on. Eventually Perdita's memory comes back fully, and
she knows who put her in a well and probably also killed her mother. And more, all as
insubstantial as marshmallow fluff.
Horwitz, Joshua. Doll Hospital; written and photographed by Joshua Horwitz. Pantheon,
1983. 82-14508. Trade ed. ISBN 0-394-85332-6; Library ed. ISBN 0-394-95332-0. 52p.
$10.95.
A photodocumentary describes the work done by Irving Chais, proprietor of the
R New York Doll Hospital. A family business since 1900, the establishment specializes
3-5 in doll repair and restoration, and the text and pictures together explain some of the
ways in which dolls are mended, spare parts are stocked, or new wigs or clothes
provided. The writing is matter-of-fact, the text informative, the dedication to
craftsmanship made evident.
Howe, James. The Celery Stalks at Midnight; illus. by Leslie Morrill. Atheneum, 1983. 83-
2665. ISBN 0-689-30987-2. lllp. $10.95.
Like Bunnicula: A Rabbit Tale of Mystery (reviewed in the July, 1979 issue and
Ad written with the late Deborah Howe) and Howliday Inn (reviewed in the September,
4-6 1982 issue) this is written by one of the pets in the Monroe household, Harold. Harold
is a large dog, and his companions are Chester the cat (insufferably, comically pomp-
ous) and Howie, a puppy who's convinced that Chester is his father. The fourth pet is
Bunnicula, the rabbit that Chester is still convinced is a vampire rabbit. Chester's
again worried that Bunnicula is draining the life and color out of vegetables and is
ready to move on to sucking the life-blood out of living creatures, and it's on this
premise that all the action takes place. Frantically the other animals seek for white
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vegetables and impale them with toothpicks, because Chester is sure that Bunnicula
has left such vegetables as zombies, killer vegetables that will attack. The premise is
engagingly silly, and the conversations among the dogs and Chester are amusing, but
the idea seems stretched, and, unlike the first book but like the second, the repetitive
quality of the episodes weakens the story despite the enjoyable humor of the di-
alogue.
Klein, Leonore. Old, Older, Oldest; illus. by Leonard Kessler. Hastings House, 1983. ISBN
0-8038-5396-3. 45p. $8.95.
Either yellow or green is combined with light, slightly scratchy line drawings in a
Ad book that examines both differences in age among people and the differing life spans
K-2 of human beings and various animals. The symptoms of age, the text makes clear,
depend in part on how one feels: a small child can be stiff and have aching bones if ill,
and a grandmother may feel like dancing. There's some exploration of family
relationships, but there is little here that isn't in many other books about comparative
ages, books that are better written and/or more comprehensive. Nevertheless, this is
an adequate introduction to the topic for young children; an endpaper line chart
shows longevity spans for various animals.
Kroll, Steven. Toot! Toot!; illus. by Anne Rockwell. Holiday House, 1983. 82-9356. ISBN
0-8234-0471-4. 29p. $12.95.
Little Lawrence, playing with his electric train, imagines taking a ride to see his
Ad grandparents; the text describes his trip (punctuated by his comments of "Toot,
3-5 toot!") which is interrupted by his mother telling him that dinner is ready. It is also
yrs. interrupted by his reminiscences about spending time with Grandma and Grandpa.
When he does get to the dining room, there are his grandparents, telling him that they
are going to take him on the train to visit them for a week. Next morning, as the real
train pulls out, Lawrence waves goodby to his parents and shouts, "Toot, toot!"
Prim, clean, bright pictures illustrate the adequately written but stiffly plotted text.
D.V. Grandparent-child relations; Imaginative powers
Landau, Elaine. Why Are They Starving Themselves? Understanding Anorexia Nervosa and
Bulimia. Messner, 1983. 82-24913. ISBN 0-671-45582-6. 110p. $9.29.
Using case histories in anecdotal format, with many statements by girls and women
R who are victims of the two eating disorders, anorexia and bulimia, Landau explores
7- the emotional and physiological factors that lead people into the pattern of self-
starvation of the anorectic adolescent or the binge-purge cycle of bulimia, a pattern
that sometimes is associated with anorexia nervosa but is also a discrete illness. The
text describes the situations that are typical matrices for these disorders and dis-
cusses their progress, symptoms, and treatment. The coverage is full, the tone objec-
tive, the facts-dramatic and desperate-provided with calm authority. A bibliog-
raphy and a relative index are provided.
Lear, Edward. The Owl and the Pussycat; illus. by Janet Stevens. Holiday House, 1983.
82-12092. ISBN 0-8234-0474-9. 27p. $12.95.
Occasionally crowded, the comic and ebullient illustrations, pastel-tinted, for a
R poem that is a perennial favorite, add vigor and vitality. Stevens pictures the owl and
3-5 pussycat as languishing nineteenth century lovers (he in a frock coat, she in demure
yrs. gown, pink and ruffled) and their excursion takes place on a small but very well-
equipped boat whose captain plays on a violin. An engaging voyage.
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Levy, Elizabeth. The Computer That Said Steal Me. Four Winds, 1983. 83-5509. ISBN 0-590-
07860-7. 153p. $8.95.
Adam is in sixth grade, a good student, happy at home and popular in his new
Ad school. His only problem is that his two best friends are members of wealthy families
4-6 and have every material thing they want-including computer chess sets. Since
Adam is an ardent chess player, he yearns for his own computer; he's always been
honest, but now he concocts an elaborate scheme to steal a computer and get away
with it. He does-but his conscience makes him miserable, and eventually he con-
fesses to his parents and takes the set back to the store. This seems a bit extended;
although it's capably written and psychologically discerning, it moves slowly, the
minimal plot padded by incidents that are at times tangential and by Adam's believ-
able but frequent sessions of brooding.
D.V. Ethical concepts; Family relations
Liiton, Mildred. Little Chicks' Mothers and All the Others; illus. by Mary Maki Rae. Viking,
1983. 82-6880. ISBN 0-670-43113-3. 22p. $12.50.
Stylized pictures, busy with fussy details and ornamentation, show a series of
Ad young domestic animals and their mothers. The text seems intended to teach young
2-4 children correct terminology: "A piglet's mother is called a sow/ A little calf's
yrs. mother is called a cow." Or, "A puppy's mother is called a dog / She teaches her
babies to run and jog / When they're older she'll teach them to chase / Rabbits and
squirrels all over the place." While the animal characters and the mother-child re-
lationships should appeal to children, the book is conventional in concept, occasion-
ally faulty in rhyme scheme, and slight in structure.
McConoughey, Jana. The Bald Eagle. Crestwood House, 1983. 83-5162. ISBN 0-89686-218-6.
47p. illus. $8.95.
Illustrated with some black and white drawings, but chiefly by full-color photo-
Ad graphs, the text is divided into short topics within each chapter; it gives facts about
4-6 the mating, nesting, breeding, and hunting habits of the bald eagle, describes the
migratory pattern of some eagles, and discusses the factors that have made the bird
an endangered species, a problem that has led to a recovery program. The weakness
of the book is in the writing style: it is choppy, it uses such terms as "Two races" of
bald eagles, and occasionally makes such illogical comments as, "Surprisingly, the
bald eagle often picks on birds that are smaller than itself." A map showing habitats
and a one-page glossary are appended. Other books in this series on wildlife examine
the beaver, fox, mallard duck, pheasant, squirrel, whitetail deer, and wolf.
C.U. Science
Marzollo, Jean. Do You Love Me, Harvey Burns? Dial, 1983. 82-73218. ISBN 0-8037-1668-0.
183p. $12.95.
Lisa begins her story with a wry, funny description of her preparations for her first
R high school dance; that's where she meets Harvey Burs, and that's where one of his
7-9 classmates insults him, and that's when Lisa learns Harvey is Jewish. She doesn't
care; he does. He explains that his father would be upset by their dating. Lisa can't
figure out who is sending her anti-Semitic messages; she and Harvey work on a
school project together, but Harvey seems to blow hot and cold in their relationship.
When Lisa finally tells her parents all about Harvey's problems at home and her
worry about the notes, the truth comes out in a confrontation in the classroom:
Harvey is the culprit. And, for the first time, Lisa understands the complexity and
depth of Harvey's problem. Their relationship is over, but she misses him, knows he
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misses her, and realizes that he had been afraid of their intimacy. Perceptive,
smoothly written, touching, the story is relieved by humor and has strongly drawn
characters with internal depth and realistically complex relationships.
D.V. Boy-girl relations; Intercultural understanding
Masters, M. Hawkeye Collins & Amy Adams in the Case of The Chocolate Snatcher & Other
Mysteries. Meadowbrook. 1983. 83-848. ISBN 0-915658-85-2. 8 9p. $1.95.
In a series of short detective stories, Hawkeye and Amy solve each mystery; for
M each story there's a visual clue, usually in a sketch drawn by Hawkeye. Readers are
3-5 asked to guess how the young detectives solved the case, usually by combining a clue
from the picture and one from the text. Answers are supplied at the back of the book,
printed backward so that they must be read in a mirror. Readers should enjoy the
game element, but discriminating readers may find some lack of logic in the concep-
tion (in one story, for example, the puzzle is solved because Hawkeye-and the
author-assume that women will put their accessories in a certain order) or some flaw
in the drawing: in "The Case of Double Trouble," the pictured clue is not easily
identifiable, nor is the pictured object mentioned in the story.
Meltzer, Milton. The Terrorists. Harper, 1983. 82-48858. Trade ed. ISBN 0-06-024193-4; Li-
brary ed. ISBN 0-06-024194-2. 192p. Trade ed. $10.95; Library ed. $10.89.
Always rational and objective in tone, Meltzer begins his study with an examina-
R tion of the history of terrorism, from the assassins of ancient times onward. The book
8- focuses on the western world but is not restricted to it; in covering the various
terrorist movements of the past and present, it gives balanced coverage and adheres
cohesively to the proposition that terrorism is a policy of intimidation, a policy
usually used for political struggle, in which the advancing technology of the centuries
has created new methods of violence rather than new concepts. The final chapter is
on the moral issues involved in the use of force and violence in a thoughtful discus-
sion of whether or not the end does justify the means. A serious book, carefully
researched, organized, and written, this is more up-to-date than Robert Liston's
Terrorism (reviewed in the May, 1978 issue) and better written and balanced in
treatment than the Harris book reviewed in the previous issue. A lengthy bibliogra-
phy and an index are included.
C.U. Social studies
Menuhin, Yehudi. The King, the Cat, and the Fiddle; by Yehudi Menuhin and Christopher
Hope; illus. by Angela Barrett. Holt, 1983. 83-112. ISBN 0-3-061515-1. 31p. $10.95.
Soft pastel paintings, Edwardian and embellished, illustrate a slightly cute story
Ad that is saved from being saccharine by the occasional humor of word-play. The story
K-3 posits a monarch whose several dozen accountants suggest that the only way to save
the kingdom from financial ruin is for the king to fire his fiddlers. This he does; the
ensuing saving enables him to mend the leaky roof, buy firewood for the sixty-six
fireplaces, and re-set the jewels that had been falling from the crown. It also loses the
king his popularity: "A palace without music is like a hive without honey," the
people say. The king's clever cat, himself a fiddler, then teaches the king to play the
violin; a roving band of musicians (including the king) plays throughout the kingdom,
all the accountants are forced to learn to play an instrument, and everybody's happy.
(No further word on financial stress, which has been the fulcrum for the action.) This
is followed by several illustrated pages entitled "Ten Little Exercises for Kings,
Accountants, and Other Young Violinists." The heaviness of the message mars the
story, which is better told than plotted.
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Meyer, Carolyn. The Summer I Learned about Life. Atheneum, 1983. 83-6390. ISBN 0-689-
50285-0. 190p. $10.95.
The year is 1928, the setting a small town, the protagonist fifteen-year-old Teddie,
Ad who describes her family and friends during a summer in which there were changes in
6-9 relationships and some changes in Teddie. The family is rock-ribbed Republican,
devout, conservative and, save for Teddie and her older brother Rob, fatuously
small-minded and old-fashioned. Teddie knows her father wouldn't approve of her
dream of being an aviatrix and is encouraged when, at the end of the book, her
brother's friend approves of her for taking a ride when they attend an air show. Most
of the story is devoted to Rob's getting over being jilted and finding another girl, one
of Teddie's friends leaving town for reasons that are all too clear, and so on. Nothing
much happens to Teddie, who functions more as recorder than star. It is possible that
she will seem both naive and compliant to today's readers, but she's believable for
her time; it isn't the apathetic star that weakens the book, which is adequately
written, believable in characterization, and convincing in period details-it is the
apathy of the whole story.
D.V. Brothers-sisters
Miller, Jane. Farm Counting Book; written and with photographs by Jane Miller. Prentice-
Hall, 1983. 82-21622. ISBN 0-13-304790-3. 24p. $6.95.
There's nothing in this first counting book from England that isn't in most good
R counting books, but the full color photographs of animals are appealing, and the use
2-5 of large clear digits and minimal text make the book attractive to children and easy to
yrs. use. Separate pages show groups of animals (from one kitten on) with ten geese as the
last; this is followed by pages that ask either how many (cats, piglets, etc.) are in the
picture or that ask such questions as "Are there more white ducks than brown
ducks?" or, with paired pictures, "How many cats are there? Is there a bowl of milk
for each cat?"
Milton, Hilary. Tornado. Watts, 1983. 82-16070. ISBN 0-531-04542-0. 147p. $9.90.
Driving down a country road en route to visit her brother, Janet Carson and her
Ad children are trapped by the flooding from a rainstorm and later caught by the tornado
5-7 that has caused the storm. Janet's ankle is injured, eight-year-old Lisa is bitten by a
copperhead, and it's up to fifteen-year-old Paul to rescue them. Janet's brother is
trying to locate them and turns to a friend who is helping direct rescue operations in
the area via CB radio. Fortunately, Paul finds a radio in the campsite shack in which
they have taken shelter, and a helicopter rescue is effected. This has danger and
suspense, and the writing style is adequate, but it's marred by long, long passages of
radio chatter that precede the rescue and are only tangential to it.
Moore, Katharine. Moog; illus. by Jane Moore. Allison/Shocken, 1983. ISBN 0-85031-478-X.
87p. $9.95.
Because Timothy the cat insists that the snow has told him he must go home, he
Ad starts on his quest for home, a place he can't remember, with a group of other animals
K-2 and the boy of the house, Thomas. They visit the Gipsy Woman, who suggests they
dye Timothy black (a white cat is bad luck for sailors) and get him aboard a north-
bound ship. The other animals and Thomas stow away; since they all talk, the
Captain quickly learns that a boy, a mouse, two guinea pigs, and a starling are on
board. The guinea pigs amuse the folk in the port they come to, and the starling stays
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with the Captain; Thomas, Timothy, and Mrs. Simpkins the mouse ride north on a
mule seeking Timothy's home and meet the mischief maker, Moog, "the wicked old
arctic monkey man." Leaving Mrs. Simpkins with the Reindeer People, Timothy and
Thomas journey to the Land of the White Nights; Moog is converted by kindness,
and after a party at which all former companions appear, Moog goes home with
Thomas and Timothy promises to visit them. This has agreeably naive line drawings
by the author's daughter. The book was published in England in 1936, when Jane
Moore was eleven, and the stocks ruined in the Blitz; it was reissued in England in
1982. The animal characters should appeal to readers, as should the action-filled
quest; the style is just a shade whimsical, but the story has pace and consistency in its
bland acceptance of convenient magic.
Morris, Neil. Find the Canary; by Neil and Ting Morris; illus. by Anna Clarke. Little, 1983.
82-48452. ISBN 0-316-58375-8. 18p. $5.95.
In one of a series called "A Mystery Picture Book" a thin fictional framework
M supports a series of pages in which there are objects for which the young listener is
3-5 meant to hunt, and these are listed and pictured on the facing page, which also carries
yrs. the text at the top of the page. Two small children, Emma and Sam, succeed in
finding a storekeeper's lost canary. This is less a story than a game; although it
provides experience in identifying objects, the text is pedestrian. Other books in the
series are Hide and Seek, Search for Sam, and Where's My Hat? all in similar format.
Park, Barbara. Beanpole. Knopf, 1983. 83-111. Trade ed. ISBN 0-394-85811-5; Library ed.
ISBN 0-394-95811-X. 147p. Trade ed. $9.95; Library ed. $9.99.
Lillian begins her plaintive, often funny, story just as she turns thirteen; five feet
Ad six, she's called "Beanpole" by her classmates in seventh grade. She has a three-part
5-7 birthday wish: to get a bra, to dance with a boy, to become a member of the Pom
Squad. Her wishes are granted, to an extent: Mom buys the bras Lillian doesn't
really need, she does dance with a boy but learns he's been paid to do it, and her
strenuous efforts at Pom Squad try-outs fail. However, she has a supportive family
and two good friends, and by the time the story ends Lillian has learned to laugh
about her problems. Light, amusing, adequately written, this deals with a situation
(usually temporary) that can cause real pain to sensitive adolescents; it's pleasant
reading but is marred by being just a bit too cute, with some stereotyping of minor
characters.
D.V. Family relations; Self-confidence
Porter, Sylvia. Sylvia Porter's Your Own Money: Earning It, Spending It, Saving It, Investing
It and Living on It In Your First Independent Years. Avon, 1983. 82-24479. ISBN
0-380-83527-4. 8 15p. $12.95.
Sixty percent of all the teenagers in the United States hold full or part-time jobs,
R and Porter, a well-known financial analyst, has compiled a comprehensive and
9- commonsense guide to help them cope with any and all problems and pitfalls they
may encounter in earning, spending, and saving their money wisely. While there are
other books for adolescents that cover many aspects of the material in this text, none
gives such broad coverage, and few come from as authoritative a source. Among the
topics Porter discusses (in addition to the usual advice about banking, taxes, stocks,
and computers) are swindlers, financing higher education, living independently,
spending leisure time, health and diet, and buying and maintaining a car. Sources for
further information and bibliographies are included throughout the text, and an
extensive index gives good access to the contents of a very useful book.
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Purdy. Susan. Christmas Cooking Around the World; written and illus. by Susan Purdy.
Watts, 1983. 83-1334. Library ed. ISBN 0-531-04654-0; Paper ed. ISBN 0-531-
03578-6. 94p. Library ed. $9.90; Paper ed. $4.95.
Purdy begins with useful information on measurements (standard and metric),
R general information about basic ingredients (all recipes call for large eggs), basic
5-9 skills, and safety warnings. Within the recipes "ask an adult" is always in boldface
type. Each recipe is preceded by a list of ingredients, and by lists of foods and
equipment needed, and the step-by-step instructions are clear. The material in the
book is arranged by countries, with an introduction that gives information about the
celebratory customs of that country; in each section, instructions are given, also, for
making some decorative object-Mexican napkin rings, Danish Christmas hearts,
etc. Illustrations are adequate; an index is included.
C.U. Christmas
Robbins, Ken. Tools; written and with photographs by Ken Robbins. Four Winds, 1983.
82-25139. ISBN 0-590-07881-X. 25p. $12.95.
Full color photographs, hand-tinted, show one tool on each page; there is no text
R save for the identifying captions. The two dozen common tools that are included are
3-6 in no discernible arrangement, being neither alphabetically nor functionally orga-
yrs. nized. The pages are spacious, and a final double-page spread shows all the tools in
the book. There is neither a table of contents nor an index. Useful for identification,
but not unusual in the information it gives, the book is unusual in the simplicity and
tasteful layout of the pages.
Roth, Harold. First Class! The Postal System in Action; written and photographed by Harold
Roth. Pantheon, 1983. 82-14520. Trade ed. ISBN 0-394-85384-9; Library ed. ISBN
0-394-95384-3. 55p. Trade ed. $10.95; Library ed. $10.99.
Clear and informative photographs, not captioned but carefully placed to correlate
R with textual references, take up most of the page space in a book that is crisply
4-6 informative. The text describes all of the steps (many of which are controlled by
computers) in the pick-up, sorting, stamping, packing, and delivering of domestic
mail of all classes; some information on mail destined for other countries is included,
as are facts on what happens to mail that is inadequately addressed or for which
insufficient postage has been provided.
C.U. Social studies
Scarry, Huck. Balloon Trip: A Sketchbook. Prentice-Hall, 1983. 82-23002. ISBN 0-13-
055939-3. 68p. $10.95.
Profusely and effectively illustrated with black and white sketches, this oversize
R book describes in detail the author's journey with a Swiss balloonist, giving facts
4-6 about how the balloon is constructed and flown. This is followed by a brief history of
ballooning, and then by an account of a second flight, this time in a hot-air balloon
(the first had been a hydrogen balloon) and then by a short bibliography and a list of
ballooning organizations. The writing is informal, informative, and occasionally
humorous, with a good sense of narrative.
Schwartz, Howard, ad. Elijah's Violin & Other Jewish Fairy Tales; illus. by Linda Heller.
Harper, 1983. 82-48133. ISBN 0-06-015108-0. 302p. $14.95.
An impressive anthology for adults and young adults can be used as a source for
storytelling, although many of the tales are long and complex enough to need sim-
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plificaton if they are to be told to younger children. The stories have been collected
R from diverse sources, cited in an appended section that precedes the glossary. The
6- stories combine traditional fairy tale themes and motifs, blending them with the
legends and folklore of Jewish oral tradition; they are also infused with Biblical
characters and religious beliefs (several princessses convert to Judaism, for example)
and they are competently retold.
C.U. Reading aloud; Storytelling
Sefton, Catherine. The Emma Dilemma; illus. by Jill Bennett. Faber, 1983. ISBN 0-571-
11841-0. 93p. $8.95.
First published in England, this is both a fantasy and an entertaining family story in
R which Emma is catapulted in and out of an odd situation by a blow on her head. What
3-5 emerges in between is another, identical Emma-only this one, who claims she's the
real Emma, is transparent. Nobody else can see her, although the family cat is aware
that there's an Emma who smells right but is invisible. The two Emmas squabble
much of the time, but the Other Emma proves to be very useful: she plays pranks on
the real Emma's least favorite people-and some of the time that includes her sib-
lings. Nobody can quite understand what's going on (except the real Emma) and it is
all very amusing (if one-track) and filled with well-paced action. A nice blend of
fantasy and realism, in a story written with vitality.
Stevenson, James. What's Under My Bed?; written and illus. by James Stevenson. Green-
willow, 1983. 83-1454. Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-02325-8; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-
02327-4. 30p. Trade ed. $10.50; Library ed. $9.55.
In a book that deals with night fears in a way that is both sympathetic and humor-
R ous, Mary Ann and Louie's grandfather (artful teller of tall tales in other Stevenson
K-2 books) describes his experiences as a small, frightened boy after the two children
come down in a self-induced terror. Each of Grandpa's remembered horrors is dealt
with rationally by the children, and when he tells them how he ran downstairs and
was comforted by a grandparental offering of ice cream, they all troop off to the
kitchen to see if they can find some. Grandpa, in the raffish drawings of him as a small
boy, sports the moustache that Mary Ann and Louie are used to, and Stevenson
makes the most of the imagined creatures of the night in his cheerful drawings.
D.V. Fear, overcoming
Terris, Susan. Octopus Pie. Farrar, 1983. 83-11517. ISBN 0-374-35571-1. 166p. $10.95.
Father, a marine scientist, has decided to take a half year off to write science
M stories for children; to inspire his writing he has bought an octopus. Kristin, the
4-6 narrator, is eleven and her sister Mari is twelve. Mari dotes on the "octopet," as they
call the creature, while Kristin and Grandma (left in charge when the girls' parents go
on a trip) find it repulsive. This is the poorly established basis for a slight story in
which Mari uses the octopus to get attention from classmates, Kristin makes a new
friend and learns to escape Mari's domination, and the octopus is returned to the
ocean, Dad having discovered he is not inspired by it. The story is interrupted by
Kristin's imaginative daydreams (printed in italics) and weakened by the author's
immoderate stress on Mari's efforts to use long words-but would a girl of that age
use, for example "Though he's an aspiration for my father" when she means the
octopus is an inspiration?
D.V. Self evaluation; Sisters
[37]
Tsow, Ming. A Day with Ling; photographs by Christopher Cormack. Hamilton/David and
Charles, 1983. ISBN 0-241-10828-4. 24p. $8.50.
Color photographs, large print, and plenty of white space on each page make the
M book appropriate for readers in the primary grades, but this book from England has a
2-3 stilted quality that is due to more than the simple vocabulary and short sentences.
Anne spends a day in the home of her friend Ling, and the two girls' activities seem
designed to inform readers about some of the foods and customs in the home of a
Chinese family in Great Britain, so that the text has a pedantic rather than a narrative
quality.
Uchida, Yoshiko. The Best Bad Thing. Atheneum, 1983. 83-2833. ISBN 0-689-50290-7. 116p.
$9.95.
In a sequel to A Jar of Dreams (reviewed in the September, 1981 issue) Rinko, now
R almost twelve, is again the narrator. The only girl in a Japanese-American family,
4-6 Rinko is dismayed when Mama decides that a family friend, Mrs. Hata, who is
recently widowed and is struggling (this is the Depression Era) with her cucumber
farm, needs help. Rinko thinks of "Aunt" Hata as eccentric, doesn't want to leave
her family, and fears two small boys who will surely be a nuisance-but she goes, and
she learns to cope with the work, to admire Aunt Hata's courage, and to appreciate
Mama's feeling that it is part of one's Christian duty to help those in need. The
writing style and characterization have depth and polish, the narrative has an easy
flow, and the story creates vividly the atmosphere of the period and the California
setting.
D.V. Neighborliness; Service to others
Watanabe, Shigeo. I Can Build a House!; illus. by Yasuo Ohtomo. Philomel, 1983. 82-22386.
ISBN 0-399-20950-6. 23p. $7.95.
Another cheerful book in Watanabe's engaging and encouraging series of books
R about the ways in which a small child learns through creative play. Here the hero, a
2-4 bear cub, tries to build a cub-size house; the blocks fall down, the pillows collapse,
yrs. but the big carton (after a few false starts) works admirably and the little bear, who
has placidly accepted his brief setbacks, beams happily as he crayons the roof and
says, "I did it all by myself!" This has no didactic tone, but it says a great deal about
accepting small defeats with equanimity.
D.V. Physical skills
Wegen, Ron. Billy Gorilla; written and illus. by Ron Wegen. Lothrop, 1983. 82-17934. Trade
ed. ISBN 0-688-01985-4; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-01986-2. 30p. Trade ed. $10.50;
Library ed. $10.08.
Big, flashy pictures, overcrowded and brightly colored, are in cartoon-strip style;
M some, in fact, are framed or have balloon-type comments. The basic story line is in a
K-2 large banner across the tops of the pages; while the illustrations add a frenetic tone to
the banana-peel humor of the plot, they have a gusto that should appeal to readers,
who will undoubtedly also enjoy the sweet revenge gained by a boy who's been too
often tricked on April Fool's Day. Feeling humiliated because his family, his class-
mates, and even the teacher catch him out, Billy decides to rent a gorilla costume. He
is successful in frightening his classmates, but then finds that the head of the costume
is stuck; he runs toward the costume shop, and the run turns into a farce as he is
catapulted into a baby carriage (with occupant) and the carriage takes off downhill,
creating havoc as it causes the disruption of a wedding party, the fainting of a jogger,
the spilling of a truckload of fish, etc. Billy reads the headlines about "Mystery
Gorilla" and beams, wondering what he can do next April Fool's Day.
[38]
Wheeler, M. J. First Came the Indians; illus. by James Houston. Atheneum, 1983. 82-13916.
ISBN 0-689-50258-3. 27p. $9.95.
Written by an anthropologist and handsomely illustrated by the Canadian author-
Ad artist who has won many prizes for his books on Indians and Eskimos, this is a direct,
2-4 simple introduction to the diverse tribes who were given the name of "Indians" by
white settlers (although the text does not explain how the term originated). The
pictures, in rust, black, and white, are visually effective and authentic in details. The
text gives some prefatory remarks about the peoples who came to the American
continent from Asia, and describes six cultures whose lives were shaped in part by
the climate and resources of the regions in which they lived. This is not a comprehen-
sive book: there are references to "fighting wars" and "enemies" but no discussion
of tribal conflict or cultural conflict. The two closing pages are devoted to "Indians
Now" in this unpaged, continuous text, but have only a reference to the fact that
white settlements crowded the Native Americans from their homes ("There was no
place any more for the Indians to live in their old ways.") and no suggestion of the
bitter conflict, the broken treaties and the battles, and the discriminatory treatment.
This is otherwise well-written, at times poetic, and a good introduction to the diver-
sity and richness of Indian life styles.
C.U. Social studies
D.V. Intercultural understanding
Willard, Nancy. The Nightgown of the Sullen Moon; illus. by David McPhail. Harcourt, 1983.
83-8472. ISBN 0-15-257429-8. 27p. $11.95.
The soft, bright paintings that illustrate this fantasy are appealing, but the story
M seems concocted and unconvincing. The moon sees a nightgown hanging on a
K-2 clothesline, floats down to earth and into a store where she buys a duplicate; joyfully
the moon rises into the sky and now there is no moonlight, although it is not made
clear why the night is dark, since the moon's head is still visible. The sun makes the
moon promise she will return the nightgown, but the promise isn't kept: the moon
takes the nightgown off, but hides it. "And on those nights when you can see no
moon," the story ends, "you can be sure she is trying it on and dreaming that she is
back on earth sleeping under the warmest featherbed in the world." The final picture
shows the moon in bed with the child whose nightgown she'd envied, a child who
therefore appears only at the beginning and end of the story, playing no part in the
action. A weak plot, an unconvincing fantasy.
Worth, Richard. Israel and the Arab States. Watts, 1983. 82-20315. ISBN 0-531-04545-5. 90p.
$8.90.
In a comprehensive, detailed, and objective account of the causes and events of the
R conflict between the Arab nations and Israel, Worth begins with a brief history of the
8- Jews and the partition of Palestine called for by the United Nations in 1947. The text,
serious in tone and carefully organized, follows the intricate and often bitter history
of political and military confrontation between Israel and the Arab states, a history in
which the United States and other major powers were intermittent participants. The
body of the text concludes its detailed coverage with the Camp David accord,
although a final section, "Will There Be Peace?" gives brief coverage of events that
followed, concluding with the assassination of Bashir Gemayel in 1982, and the clear
evidence that the issue of Israeli security versus Palestinian rights remains as a core
problem in the Middle East. A bibliography and an index extend the usefulness of a
book that clarifies the complexity of that problem.
C.U. History-Middle East
[39]
Yates, Elizabeth. My Widening World. Westminster, 1983. 82-23713. ISBN 0-664-32702-8.
120p. $12.95.
This continues the diary that began with My Diary-My World (reviewed in the
R July, 1981 issue) which ended with the author's move to New York and her determi-
6- nation to become a writer and to live independently of her wealthy, conservative
family. This journal begins in 1925, when Elizabeth shared an apartment with her
friend Martha, took any sort of odd job that came her way, went to concerts and
plays, adjusted to receiving rejection letters, and finally had a poem and an article
published. She was made miserable when the man she loved wrote that he'd fallen in
love with a girl he'd met while in France, and elated when he cabled that the experi-
ence had taught him that Elizabeth was the one he really loved, and could she come
to England immediately? So she did, and they were married, and that is where the
journal ends, on Thanksgiving Day, 1929. The story has a strong narrative sense, an
easy flow, warmth and spontaneity; it is an intensely personal document but it also
gives a vivid picture of Manhattan in the 1920's and especially of the publishing
community.
Young, Ed, illus. Up a Tree. Harper, 1983. 82-47733. Trade ed. ISBN 0-06-026813-1; Library
ed. ISBN 0-06-026814-X. 26p. Trade ed. $8.95; Library ed. $8.89.
Softly textured pictures, spare in mood but animated in details, tell the story of a
Ad cat that--chasing a butterfly--climbs a tree, is treed by a dog, fears the descent,
K-2 repels a robed and turbaned rescuer on a ladder, and finally comes down when a
fishmonger walks by. This fulfills the primary requisite of a wordless picture book,
making the story line clear, but it's a slight story line.
Zimelman, Nathan. Mean Chickens and Wild Cucumbers; illus. by David Small. Macmillan,
1983. 82-17221. ISBN 0-02-793730-5. 28p. $9.95.
How there came to be a hole in the fence between the yards of Aloysius McCarthy
Ad and Ivanhoe O'Brien could never be proved; either it was the cucumber vine of one
K-2 or the chickens of the other. The quarrel spurred a fence-building contest, and as
each tried to outdo the other, the fence rose higher and higher. Finally, with a great
crash, it fell. Was it the cucumber vine or the chickens? The original hole was still
there and, both men conceded in defeat, perhaps it was just as well to let the sunshine
through. Line drawings, tinted and comic, add vigor to a breezy but insubstantial
story, a bit repetitive but adequately told.
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REVIEW OF CHILD
DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH
Edited and with an introduction by Willard W. Hartup
Associate Editors: Inge M. Ahammer and Herbert L. Pick, Jr.
This volume is the sixth in the series
Review of Child Development Research. The
aim of the series is to increase
communication between scientists involved in
basic research on child development and
professionals involved in the application of
such knowledge.
Volume six focuses on the international
scope of child development research. Twenty-
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PARTIAL CONTENTS
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Some French Works
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Robert Serpell, Measures of Perception, Skills, and Intelligence: The Growth of a New
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library."-Journal of Operational Psychiatry
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READING FOR PARENTS
To order any of the items listed below, please write directly to the publisher of the item,
not to the BULLETIN of the Center for Children's Books.
Asheim, Lester; Baker, D. Philip; and Matthews, Virginia, eds. Reading and Successful
Living. The Family-School Partnership. Shoe String Press, 1983. 17 1p. Paper.
$11.50.
Bauer, Caroline Feller. This Way to Books. Wilson, 1982. 363p. $30.00.
Children's Book Council. The 1983 Parents Poster painted by Marcia Sewall. Write
CBC (67 Irving Pl., New York, NY 10003, Attn: Current Brochure) for price and
ordering information. Include a #10 stamped self-addressed envelope with re-
quest. Five for $16.00 (available only in multiples of 5).
Delamar, Gloria T. Children's Counting-Out Rhymes, Fingerplays, Jump-Rope and
Bounce-Ball Chants and Other Rhythms. McFarland, 1983. 206p. $19.95.
Dobo, Pamela J. "Using Literature to Change Attitudes Toward the Handicapped." The
Reading Teacher, December, 1982.
Gambrell, Linda B. and Sokolski, Carl. "Picture Potency: Use Caldecott Award Books
to Develop Children's Language." The Reading Teacher, May, 1983.
Jalongo, Mary Renck. "Bibliotherapy: Literature to Promote Socioemotional Growth."
The Reading Teacher, April, 1983.
Keeshan, Bob. "Families and Television." Young Children, March, 1983.
The Gifted and Talented Student: An Annotated Guide for Parents and Educators.
Comp. by Ina Gravitz. Middle Country Public Library, 1982. 34p. Paper. $2.00.
Available from Adult Services Dept. - GT, Middle Country Public Library, 101
Eastwood Blvd., Centereach, NY 11720.
International Reading Association. You Can Help Your Child in Reading -by Using the
Newspaper. For a free single copy, send a #10 self-addressed stamped envelope
to "Newspaper Brochure," IRA, 800 Barksdale Road, P.O. Box 8139, Newark,
DE 19714.
Larrick, Nancy. A Parent's Guide to Children's Reading. 5th ed. The Westminster
Press, 1983. 288p. $12.95.
Taylor, Bev and Johns, Jerry. Teach Me to Read! A Booklet for Parents and Teachers.
Illinois Reading Council, 1982. Single copies $.50 with a self-addressed stamped
envelope (4 x 9) from Marlene Fletcher, R.R. 3, Box 333M, Marion, IL 62959.

